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Letter From Secretary General

Esteemed Participants,

On behalf of our ILSAMUN Team, it is my utmost pleasure and privilege to announce that

the 1st session of the ILSA Model United Nations Conference will be held in Istanbul

University, Istanbul. My name is Tolga Kutsal and I am extremely pleased to serve as the

Secretary-General of ILSAMUN’22. The first edition of ILSAMUN will be held between

11-13 March 2022.

Since we have started to organize this conference, Our team’s main aim has always been to

provide our participants an occasion to comprehend the operation and structure of the United

Nations while offering a sociable experience that creates opportunities to meet with new

people after a period of long pandemic.

In this year’s conference, we will be very honoured to welcome you all participants to our 5

English and Turkish prestigious committees which are more than capable of appealing to

every person who has an urge to attend. As the Secretariat, we have considered our

committees as following: General Assembly Committee, Economic and Social Council,

North Atlantic Treaty Organization, UN Development Programme and The Crisis Committee.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we all have experienced a period that requires us to stay at

home after we finally got vaccinated and therefore started to normalize our lives back, there

are too many events that had to be suspended or cancelled such as MUN Conferences. As a

result in those circumstances, we had to fall behind in the development discussions. We, as

the ILSAMUN Academic Team, aimed to resurface and emphasize these crucial issues which

surround our lives, by allocating these committees.

As the Secretary-General of ILSAMUN’22, I would like to welcome you all to our

conference already now. See you in March.

Yours Sincerely,

Tolga Kutsal

Secretary General of ILSA Model United Nations Conference 2022
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Letter From Under Secretary General

Fellow Delegates,

First of all, welcome to ILSAMUN’22! As the academic team, we all appreciate your

participation. I, Eray Tanuca am extremely honored to serve as the Under Secretary General

for DISEC. Without further ado, let's dive into our committee description and agenda item.

DISEC is one of the six general assembly committees in the UN. It stands for Disarmament

and International Security and it is also referred to as the “First Committee”. DISEC plays a

crucial role in maintaining worldwide peace and dealing with the threats to the international

security regime. The First Committee’s main priority is to achieve these goals via the most

humanitarian, ethical and amicable ways possible. DISEC can not and must not seek any

conflicts or polarization among the people of the member states, so the delegates should act

accordingly.

As for ILSAMUN 2022, we thought it would be eligible to discuss the regulation of ARMED

drones in military operations. Since the technology rapidly advances, it is not rare to see

UCAVs (Unmanned Combat Aerial Vehicles) nowadays. As DISEC, it is your job to fully

understand the design, capabilities, benefits and drawbacks of these man-made machines.

Like all other technological advancements, these unmanned flying devices could be the next

big thing or another catastrophic invention of us humans.

As the academic team, we are very thrilled to welcome you all to our conference. We wish

you fruitful debates and an academically beneficial-fun conference in ILSAMUN’22. You

can always contact me via my mail address eraytanuca@gmail.com if you have any points of

information prior to the conference.

Eray Tanuca

Under Secretary General of DISEC
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INTRODUCTION TO THE AGENDA ITEM

“Regulating the usage of Armed Drones in Military Operations”

As we all know, technology is in a rapid advancement state. New creations and

designs of man-made devices are globally progressing at a fascinating rate. While it looks all

beneficial and harmless, humanity is yet to forget about the devastating part of their

creativity.

It has been quite some time since Unmanned Aerial Devices were used for warfare.

So long that the first usage of UAVs was a hundred years before the UN formed. Although

they had a huge efficiency disadvantage, the idea was similar. If we take a look at modern

times, it is effortless to say that the usefulness of these devices has dramatically increased.

Needless to say, the number of member states which can produce and use UAVs and UCAVs

has dramatically increased as well. Nowadays, drones are being used for four main purposes.

Counterterrorism, humanitarian intervention, foreign policy restraint, and internal political

change. these purposes make a promise about maintaining peace and avoiding any

unnecessary harm. Countries around the globe are starting to understand the importance of

armed drones on the battlefield. Global and regional power create and supply their armed

drone inventory to get themselves a place on the horizon. Combat drones have been playing a

pivotal role in both domestic and international crises in recent years.

Given that drones cause fewer casualties and are a lot cheaper than recruiting a pilot,

or soldier; this method of fighting would be the best way to fight wars. But if analyzed in

deeper measures, it is visible that some crucial questions have to be asked towards these

machines. The usage might be breaching the International Humanitarian Law, and the

cheaper cost might be a constraint on the casual aversion towards warfare. These ethical and

possible law breaching points must be investigated thoroughly. These were some examples

just to show you delegates how debatable this topic is. With being this debatable it is

mandatory to make new regulations of armed drones.
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PART 1: HISTORY OF MILITARY DRONES

In this part of the study guide, you will be informed about the general historic facts

about Unmanned Aerial Vehicles. What principles do they possess, where were they first ever

used, and how they evolved through time is going to be explained.

A)THE FIRST EXAMPLES OF UAV (1783-1849)

Since the first days of humankind, we have desired to be able to ascend from the

ground. Many years of research, work, and even many lives were sacrificed to achieve this

dream of ours. And after all the effort, we managed to achieve it. The majority of the

population assumes that the first flight of humanity happened in 1903 by the Wright Brothers.

However, we have been flying for a hundred years before that occurrence. The first known

unmanned flight was recorded in 1783, Paris. Though it does not share the principles of

modern flying techniques, it is indeed worth mentioning. It was a balloon that was filled in

with hot air. It didn’t even include a steering wheel.

Prototypes of unmanned aerial vehicles used for the military were seen in the Austrian

siege of Venice in 1849 (Italian War of Independence). Austrian Lieutenant Uchatius

undertook the technical development of such a means of attack. Hot air balloons of thin paper

were used. Approximately two hundred balloons each carrying a 24-to-30-pound (11 to 14

kg) bomb were deployed(1). Those were incendiary balloon attacks and acted as a piece of

siege equipment. This siege has another worth-mentioning aspect, as it is the first time that

air raiding strategies were used. (2)

Many writers claim the attack to be a complete failure as most of the bombs didn’t

even reach their target due to the wind. It is even reported that some of those balloons hit the

Austrian positions. A portion of these devices was launched from land, and another portion of

them was launched from a ship named “SMS-Vulcano'' [FIGURE 1]. This marks the first

naval-aviation attack in history(3). [FIGURE 2]

FIGURE 1: SMS-Vulcano, the ship that has been used by the

Austrians in the siege of Venice. (1848-1849)
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FIGURE 2: An illustration of the Venetian siege with the usage of incendiary balloons.

B) THE WORLD WARS (1914-1945)

i)The Great War

As mentioned before, the first flight with an airplane was in 1903 by the Wright

Brothers. Since then, the advancement of flight technology rapidly advanced. With the first

World War emerging in the globe, aviation played a critical role in winning battles and had a

great impact on the war. New fighters and bombers were designed, manufactured, and

deployed on the battlefield. Some states have even managed to create prototypes of UAVs.

The first prototype has been linked to American Elmer Sperry. He created an aircraft

that was controlled by autopilot. The military experts of that time saw great potential in the

machine, they mounted seven Curtis N-9s on it (4). The first test flights were carried out in

1917. It required a pilot for the landing and take-offs. It ejected the bombs after flying 48km.

Another flying bomb is Kettering Bug which was ready to take off in November

1917. It was an aerial torpedo that didn’t require a pilot at all. The fuselage was created by

Orville Wright, the control and navigation system was developed by the topic’s expert, Elmer

Sperry who created the automatic airplane that was mentioned above. After take-off, a small

biplane was directed by the automatism in the direction of the target. When the preset time

passed, the engine of the plane stopped and its wings fell down. The torpedo-shaped body-

filled with 80 kg explosive- hit the target and exploded. Although this seems like a
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spectacular development, it was never used properly in the war due to its reliability issues.

Thus, when it was developed, the war had already ended. (4) [FIGURE 3].

Fıgure 3: Kettering Bug, preparing to take off

ii) Interwar Period- The Second World War

After 1918, the importance of aerial superiority became clearer than ever. War was

now three-dimensional. The awareness made the already developing aviation a crucial matter.

New fighters that are a lot more agile and reliable, new bombers that are deadlier than ever

were the reign of the skies. This also meant there were huge developments in UAV

technology.

Vergeltungswaffe 1 "Vengeance Weapon 1”, one of the first radio-controlled devices

used by the Germans (5), was designed by Robert Lusser. It was the first missile cruiser ever

built. (6) They were suicide bombers without a pilot and guided via simple measures. They

were used to attack large areas such as London in the late phases of the war. V1 had an

operational range of 250 km and had a maximum speed of 640 km/h. The V1 is displayed

throughout many countries around the

globe even today. (7) [FIGURE 4]

Figure 4: V1 rocket at the Pima Air and

Space Museum, US.
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The Allies developed their machines as well. The first to mention is the British PTA

which was developed to train the aircraft personnel furthermore. For example, “Queen-Bee''

was a PTA used by the UK. Its remote system was attached to a De Havilland DH 82 Tiger

Moth. Queen Bee has an important part in UAV history, as it is the first-ever device that has

been referred to as a “drone”. It also was the first “drone” to be able to return safely if not hit.

(FIGURE 5)(4) The radioplane OQ-2 was the first mass-produced UAV of the United States.

The OQ meant “subscale target (8) and just like its British counterpart, it was used as a target

aircraft. It weighed just over 100 pounds and was capable of flying an hour. (FIGURE 6)

Besides the radioplanes, the Allies manufactured some aerial torpedoes in WW2 to help their

war efforts.

Figure 5: The British PTA “Queen Bee”

Figure 6: A miniature of OQ-2 displayed in a museum
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C) COLD WAR

i) the US and Western Block

After the Second World War, the governments of the states desired to make upgraded

target planes to simulate the recent advancements in global aviation. To reach that goal, the

US put in an outrageous effort. In the 1950s the US manufactured various types of BTTs. One

of them is AQM-35 by Northop. It was a supersonic target drone that was produced to

properly train the American anti-missile defense systems. 25 models were deployed, though

sometime later the production was canceled. This happened due to the air defense missile

units’ inability to shoot the supersonic AQM-35 because of how fast it was. [FIGURE 7]

Figure 7:The supersonic AQM-35, used as a pilotless target aircraft

Another aspect that these drones were used in the cold war era was radioactivity

testing. Since it was too dangerous and inhumane to send a pilot for radioactivity

measurements, governments used UAVs to get the job done. An example of this occasion is

the transformation of eight B-17s to detector drones. In Operation Crossroads aka Test

Baker, a nuclear test has been conducted. The drones mentioned above were directly sent into

the nuclear zone and provided much-needed information to the US. Some other examples for

this measure would be Operation Sandstone and Greenhouse.

Soon after that, drones started to play a huge role in reconnaissance missions. The

better the vision was, the greater the chance of victory. With this principle, the status of

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles rapidly rose. The American U-2 spy-drone is an excellent

example of this matter. In the Vietnam War, the US started to lose many fighters. That led
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them to find a way to locate and destroy the Vietnamese anti-air guns. To accomplish this, the

US used UAV technology effectively.

After the end of the Vietnam War in 1975, the rapid electronic advancements made it

possible for further developed aerial production. Cheap CPUs and easy to manufacture

electronic parts were essentially helpful to make progression in UAVs. In the 1970s, one of

the major conflicts that happened after the Vietnam War was the Arab-Israeli war. The small

state of Israel had to compensate for this deficit by gathering crucial information on the

battlefield. They achieved this vision by investing a lot in drones. Recon drones proved to be

highly effective. Also, these investments made Israel the top producer and manufacturer of

drones in the 1970s. During the Israeli airstrikes which were planned and initiated by the

Arabic states, drones were used to estimate the location, time, and impact of the strikes.

Additionally, with the gathered intel, Israel fighters could easily take out Syrian fighters right

after take-off. Two important models are needed to be mentioned here: Mastiff and Scout

UAVs.

Both the US and European states continued developing their UAVs. The

reconnaissance drones started to have the ability to broadcast their vision directly to the

ground station. The aspects like range, maximum altitudes, flight speed, etc. All rapidly

increased and reached their modern form. Cruise missiles and projects of UCAVs were

planned in this era as well.

ii) THE USSR and Eastern Block

After WW2, the Red Army was considered the biggest and strongest army in the

world. Despite the heavy price paid for their freedom, the eastern block seemed stronger than

ever during this period. The USSR could not afford to fall behind in terms of military

technology, so they adopted new ways of warfare with their efforts.

Even though their ideology and ways of living were massively different from the

Westerns’, they had similar developments in their armament. The prototypes of Soviet

Unmanned Aerial Devices were indeed target drones. Although demand was pretty high for
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those drones, there was no specialized bureau at the time for this assignment. So the Soviet

government approached the well-known aircraft designer Semyon A. Lavochkin with a

request to design the drone. (10) The designed drone was called LA-17, which still holds its

importance as the first drone in Soviet history. LA-17 was powered by a jet motor and it had

some similarities to Hitler’s V1. It had an autopilot and could be controlled by radio if

needed. The drone had no landing gear so LA-17 would land on its belly -the engine touching

land first- burying itself. (FIGURE 8)

FIGURE 8: The first Soviet drone

“LA-17“(12)

The main priority building these machines was them being “budget-friendly”. With

being budget-friendly, came problems in quality. LA-17 could not take off by itself, so a

drone launcher aircraft (Tu-4) was required to put one in the sky. If that was not inefficient

enough, usually, there wouldn’t be high numbers of drone launcher aircraft so impracticalities

would occur. So the modified version came across (LA-17M). The most distinct difference

was that the LA-17M could be launched from the ground in a modified AA-gun.

Just like the Western Block, the Soviets and their sphere of influence needed the UAV

technology for more than their training purposes. So they concentrated on building a recon

drone since it was clear that the spy planes were not immune to the defense systems at any

altitude anymore. LA-17R was developed to achieve that task. (11) After the sudden death of

Lavochkin, another Soviet aerial manufacturer “Tupolev” produced some mentionable drones

for reconnaissance missions. Just like the US and Europe, the USSR deployed those UAVs to

detect radiation and scan the combat theater without risking their pilots. Tu-123 would make

a perfect example of this matter. The Tu-123 was manufactured after the canceled Tu-121

project. In the cold war period, there were other mentionable projects, prototypes, and
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mass-produced recon drones such as Tu-141, Tu-143, Pchela-1T or the pilotless helicopter

Ka-137. (FIGURE 9)

FIGURE 9: The pilotless helicopter Kamov Ka-137 was used as

cargo transport and recon drone.

Apart from serving as a recon and target drone, UAVs were mandatory for combat

reasons as well. The USSR designed its cruise missiles to have an upper hand in any battle

coming their way. Projects were initiated such as Tupolev Canceled Tu-121 was intended to

be a cruise missile. Other guided or air-launched missiles were such as but not limited to

Kh-20, Kh-55, Tu-300, etc.
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PART 2: MODERN TIMES’ SITUATION

As hardware and software developments occurred at a never-seen rapid pace, the

drones were faster, more reliable, and unfortunately more dangerous than ever. Drones were

mostly being used for recon missions, cargo, and being targets for practices. In recent times,

however, drones started to carry weapons in order to inflict direct damage on the enemy.

They can be remotely controlled or be totally human-free which means that some UCAVs

may not need any human to pilot them at all (LAWS). And UCAVs can fire their loaded

missiles on the desired target. Additionally, new attributes of these drones are starting to be

visible such as stealth. This means that, unlike most manned aircraft, it is much more

complicated to locate a drone let alone destroy it. This gave another meaning to drone usage

since it has become so deadly. Hence, the countries with UCAV (Unmanned Aerial Combat

Vehicle, or armed drones) are getting larger and larger in numbers. [FIGURE 10]

FIGURE 10: Countries with armed drones. (13)

Modern-day combat drones can be classified into two distinct groups. One of them is

medium altitude, long endurance (MALE). MALE drones have an altidute between 10.000

and 30.000 feet on average. This type of drone has an average of 24 hour-long flight time

capability. Famous examples for this type would be the American Northrop Grumman RQ-4

14



Global Hawk, General Atomics MQ-9 Reaper [FIGURE 11]; Turkish Baykar Bayraktar

TB-2, and Russian Orion.

FIGURE 11: Examples for MALE drones, American Northrop Grumman RQ-4

Global Hawk (recon), and the famous General Atomics MQ-9 Reaper (combat drone with an

approximately 1400 kg of payload, recon) with their technical details. (14)

The other classification for modern-day combat drones would be high altitude, long

endurance (HALE) combat drones. These drones have 24 hours of flight time on average just

like the MALE drones. HALE drones conduct their operations within 45.000-65.000 ft range

of altitude. A perfect example of this type of combat drone would be the Turkish Akıncı

Bayraktar,

In this part, all major states who produce and make use of UAVs and UCAVs will be

mentioned and the main conflict these armed drone owner states have been directly or

indirectly participated in will be written.

A) the US

It shouldn’t be surprising to mention that the US was the first state to have an armed

drone in the world (2001). The US utilizes its drones in numerous situations. Such as spying

missions, operations in foreign military bases, targeted killings, or fighting against terrorists.
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i)The American Intervention in Afghanistan

As mentioned before, 2001 was the year when the US first deployed an armed drone.

In 2001, the infamous 9/11 incident happened and the Afghan-based terrorist organization

Al-Queda was accused of planning and organizing the attack. This made it reasonable for the

US to indirectly hold the Taliban accountable for hosting a terrorist organization in their state.

This meant that the Taliban was also held accountable for 9/11 indirectly. At first, the US

tried to persuade the members of the Taliban (The leader group of Afghanistan at that time) to

hand over the suspected terrorists to them. With the lack of cooperation from the Taliban, the

US justified this as a cause of war and declared a self-defensive war on terrorism. UNSC

authorized this act with resolution 1368. (15) The main objective was to counter the terrorist

organization “Al-Queda” and suppress the Taliban regime to bring “freedom” to Afghanistan.

This, however, didn’t legalize the invasion of Afghanistan by any means. Even though it was

not legal by any means, the US still invaded Afghanistan for their global peacekeeping

mission. While doing so, the American military used great numbers of Unmanned Aerial

Vehicles in a great spectrum of tactics.

For nearly 20 years, drone strikes were reported by the media. The strikes in

Afghanistan are under the ultimate command of US Air Force Central Command, the Air

Force component of the unified Central Command (Centcom). Centcom is in charge of the

US’s wars in the Middle East and Afghanistan. The US has many bases in the middle east to

conduct these operations. [FIGURE 11]

FIGURE 11:

military bases of

the USA in the

middle east.

(2021) (16)
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The main purpose of these strikes was to weaken the terrorist groups and to give an

upper hand to the American troops. However, strikes resulting in collateral damage such as

civilian injuries and deaths were being reported day by day. Thousands of innocent lives have

been taken away, and thousands of innocent have been injured. At least 13,072 drone strikes

were reported resulting in 4126 to 10,076 deaths in which 300-909 civilians and 66-184

children were killed (17). President Obama requested the CIA to inform the globe about the

results of the covert drone strikes more openly but the demand was later revoked by Trump.

This led to the drone strikes being in little public scrutiny thus meaning that the probability of

“the number of strikes being higher than estimated or reported” is pretty high.

ii) Drone Strikes in The Middle East

In figure 11, it is mentioned that the US had a great number of military bases in the

middle east. This allowed them to have the perfect amount of mobility in their further

operations. The “peacekeepers” of the world intervened in many political crises in the middle

east, with the motto of spreading democracy around the globe.

IRAQ: The most distinct drone strike of the US in Iraq is the assassination of Qasem

Soleimani. He was an Iranian major general who had come to Iraq to meet Prime Minister

Adil Abdul-Mahdi. Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps consisted of five branches and

Soleimani was the commander of the Quads Force. He was considered the second most

powerful person in Iran at that time. (18)

YEMEN: The first drone strike in Yemen was reported in 2002 by the US. The reason for

this intervention was again the idea of destroying the terrorist group Al-Qaeda. In November

2002, a group of Al-Qaeda officers was killed by a Hellfire missile sent from an unmanned

CIA-Predator drone. Between 2002 and 2012 drone strikes were primarily used to hunt

terrorist groups, bases and assassinate crucial names of the organization. In 2013 however, an

unacceptable event was reported. Due to the incorrect intel, the US drone struck a wedding

convoy instead of a terrorist one. 17 people were killed and unfortunately, only 5 of them

were suspected of being actual terrorists. (19) From 2002, at least 336 drone strikes have

been reported, resulting in 1020-1389 deaths in which 174 to 225 are estimated to be civilians

and between 44 and 50 children breathed their last. (20)
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SYRIA: When the civil war started in Syria in 2011, various states decided to help the messy

state with its political and humanitarian stability. Of course, the US was the leading country

amongst them. The purpose of drone strikes was to destroy the terrorist groups and bring

peace to the region yet again.

iii) Drones Upon Pakistan

Between 2004 and 2018, numerous drone strikes in Pakistan have been reported. The

main reason for these strikes was to annihilate the escaping Al-Qaeda members from

Afghanistan to Western Pakistan. At least 430 drone strikes were reported resulting in

thousands of deaths and many civilians and children lost. The majority of these strikes

happened in President Obama’s regime. In December 2013 the UN approved a resolution

against drone strikes. (21) However, operations continued to be conducted via secret

diplomatic agreements.

iv) Drone Strikes in Somali

Since 1991, a civil war has been going on in Somalia. Various factions in the state

emerged and even Somaliland declared its independence putting the African state in a never

seen before unstable state. The US and her strategic allies along with the democratic people

of Somali intervened in the war. The US again used drone strikes to destroy the Al-Shalab,

Islamic, and other extremist factions. At least 202 American drone strikes have been reported

resulting in 1,197-1,410 deaths. (22)

v) Intervention in Libya

As a result of political and military instability and the beginning of Arab Spring, the

first civil war in Libya erupted in 2011. With an approved resolution of the United Nations

Security Council (resolution 1973, [23] ) a NATO-led coalition intervened in the region. The

US, playing an important role in the coalition, used its drones to stabilize the region. With

the death of Muammar Gaddafi, people believed that the conflict would come to an end.
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Nevertheless, Libya could never be stable at that time and that caused a renewed civil war.

The US intervened in Libya once again and initiated the Libyan part of Operation Inherent

Resolve. Thus, many airstrikes and drone strikes have been reported. The estimated number

of total air and drone strike in Libya between September 2012 and March 15 2020 by the US

is 550, resulting in 238-298 deaths of which 11-21 of them are civilians. (24)

B)ISRAEL

Because of its geopolitical location, Israel must always be ready for conflict. Having

only 9 million people gives them the disadvantage, but the state compensates the deficit in

quantity with its technologically advanced military arsenal. Israel produced their first armed

drone in 2004 which makes them the second country to deploy a UCAV. Israel as a policy

does not report about their armed drone inventory but they certainly possess at least three

types of UCAV: the Heron TP, the Hermes 450, and the Hermes 900 against suspected

militants. Manufacturers like Aero Sentinel, BlueBird Aero Systems, Elbit Systems, etc.

produced much-needed drones for Israel. They were the single most drone exporter between

2001 and 2011. They had a market share of %41 during that period (25). Even though the

state shares its drone inventory with public scrutiny, it is known that Israel used their UCAV

in Gaza. According to the Palestinian Center for Human Rights, 825 people have been killed

since the capture of Shalit. Additionally, the Palestinian Center for Human Rights claims that

most of the killed were civilians.

C) UK

The UK bought Reaper Drones in 2007 and armed them in 2008. The purchased

drones would be armed with domestically produced bombs “Brimstone 2” instead of the

missile called Hellfire which is produced by the Americans. These developments made the

UK the third country in the world to have UCAV in its inventory. The first British drone

strike happened in 2008. After that, the major operations against ISIS in Iraq and Syria were

planned and initiated. The operations in Iraq started on September 30, 2014, and the ones in

Syria started to take place on November 7, 2015.
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The UK is the most transparent state in the US-led coalition in the middle east.

Weekly reports are being published, informing everyone about the usage of weapons, the

location of troops along the ammunition and aircraft used. Even with being the most open

state in their coalition, the UK’s claims on collateral damage are not even close to the reality.

One major area of the UK’s lack of transparency is indeed the drone strikes. For example, Dr.

McDonald has assessed the British Ministry of Defense’s public reporting of 392 locations,

relating to 549 identifiable strike incidents to December 31st, 2015. The study finds that 76

percent of manned airstrikes were reported with enough precision, however, only 13 percent

of initiated drone strikes had the same transparency. (26) Overtime these concerns diminished

though. It is seriously simple to notice that the UK overhauled its public reporting of drone

strikes. Britain plays a considerable role in the Libyan crisis as well. They have a few (6)

air-drone strikes reported by Non-Government Organizations.

D) TURKEY

There is no doubt that Turkey has emerged as a regional power in the Middle East and

the Balkans. With President Erdoğan’s investments and manufacturer Baykar’s innovative

designs and ideas, Turkey has surprisingly become a strong drone producer. and one of the

world's most drone exporting countries. Turkey exports its armed drones to countries like

Russia, Poland, Ethiopia, Kyrgyzstan, Ukraine, and Morocco. Turkey revealed their drone

arsenal with a drone strike conducted in December 2016 against the terrorists in the

Levantine region. Time passed and today, Turkey is one of the most powerful drone owners

on the globe. Akıncı Bayraktar, TB2 and TUSAŞ Anka are some of the drones Turkish UCAV

inventory consists of. [FIGURE 12]

FIGURE 12: Turkish MALE

UCAV Baykar Bayraktar TB2,

with a maximum flight time of

27 hours and a maximum

altitude of 25.000 feet (27)
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Turkey has intervened in the Syrian Civil War since the outbreak of the unfortunate

incident. In 2011 Ankara participated mostly diplomatically and with some military

assistance to the Free Syrian Army. In 2016 however, the Turkish Army directly intervened in

the conflict with military matters. Numerous operations have been initiated, some of them

resulting in ceasefires and some of them in decisive victories. Today, Turkey still plays a

crucial role in stabilizing Syria. While doing so, Turkey utilizes its latest drone technology to

evade suffering heavy personnel casualties.

Turkey has made operations in Northern Iraq as well. The main objective of these

operations was stabilizing the Turkish-Iraqi border and annihilating the threat from oncoming

terrorists. Again, Turkey effectively used their drone arsenal to achieve success in its war

against terrorism.

In 2020, Ethiopia went into a civil war state. One of the belligerents, the Federal

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (pro-Government) was being supported by Turkish drones

on the battlefield. Disgracefully, In the Ethiopian hands, Turkish drones have caused the

deaths of many civilians. In one of these drone strikes at least 59 civilian casualties have been

reported. (28)

Because of their support for the Turkish government in terms of Turkey’s claims on

the acquisition of the explored gas resource in the Mediterranean Sea and geopolitically being

one of if not the only friend in the region, Turkey intervened in the Libyan Civil War by

helping the Libyan government in the West side of the country. Turkey justified this

intervention by helping the “UN-approved government” and Turkey’s ongoing crusade

against terrorism. In 2020, Turkey’s armed drones have been involved in many confrontations

with the terrorists and inflicted heavy damage upon the opposing side in the conflict.

In 2020, the 44-daylong Second Nagorno-Karabakh War broke out between the

hostile countries Armenia and Azerbaijan. As Turkey and Azerbaijan are both Turkic states

and have a saying as “One nation, two states”, Turkey sent an unknown number of UCAVs

to help its ally in need. With drones in their armament, Azerbaijan won a decisive military

victory and got rid of the nearly 30 years of Armenian occupation in Karabakh.
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The exact number of drone strikes is yet to be known but still, drone technology acted

as a decisive matter in the Turkish intervention in Syria, Iraq, Libya, and helping their Turkic

ally Azerbaijan. Lamentably, collateral damage from Turkish drone strikes has been reported

by foreign news companies. (29) (30) (31) The total number of civilians killed in these

peacekeeping operations remains unknown as Turkey does not act transparently on this

matter.

E) IRAN

Iran is one of the first countries in the world to produce and deploy a UCAV. Their

first drone is called the Karrar with many new models produced such as Kian, Meraj,

Mojaher, Shahed, etc. [FIGURE 13]

FIGURE 13: Shahed 129, one of Iran’s armed drones

Just like most of the member states, Iran utilizes its drone forces for two main

purposes: surveillance and attack. In Iran’s second-biggest province Sistan and Baluchestan

for example, UAVs are at a constant state of use to survey the area for any threats in the

region, because most of the population there is not Persian and they are Sunni instead of

Shii. During the Persian Gulf Crisis in 2019, Iraq struck two major oil installations with its

drones.
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Iranian drones have been a part of the Syrian Civil War as well. In one incident,

Iranian drones struck a US base in Syria as a reply to the Israeli airstrikes against Iran. The

Syrian Government has used Iranian drones to fight off opposition forces. In one incident, a

Turkish F-16 has shut down an Iranian drone in the hands of Syria because of an air-space

violation.

Iranian drones have operated in the Northern Iraq conflict too. Tehran has reportedly

given various models of drones to monitor the Islamıc States’ movements and destroy their

possible threat against the Iraqi government.

Iranian drones have been spotted during the Tigray War in Ethiopia as well. Regular

operations have been conducted against the opposition within the efforts to stabilize the

African country.

Iran did support the rebels in Yemen during the still ongoing civil war with its drones

to have cordial relationships with the member state in the future. These drones from the

Iranian Air Force have slowed down the Saudi Arabian-backed pro-government Yemenis

forces. (32)

In conclusion, Iranian drones are starting to act as a decisive matter in the Middle

East. The amount of armed drones in the Iranian inventory is not reported by the government.

Additionally, we do not acknowledge the amount of collateral damage caused by the Iranian

drone strikes.

F) CHINA

Just like any other great power, China has built itself an armament of armed drones.

However, China did not conduct major military operations with its UCAVs. Instead, they

became one of the most drone-exporting countries on the globe. Countries that could not

manufacture their armed drones will probably address their problem with Chinese drones. A

perfect example of this matter would be the spotted Chinese armed drones in the Ethiopian

civil war.[FIGURE 14]
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FIGURE 14: China’s

-one of the biggest UAV

exporters in the world-

UAV exports from 2010

to 2018. (33)

The Chinese Air Force has allegedly activated two separate brigades for UAVs. There

have been some minor incidents between the People's Republic of China (PRC) and Japan

over the matter of airspace invasion. According to Japanese claims, Chinese drones have

intruded into the Japanese airspace thus raising the tension between the two countries

numerous times. Another aspect of the use of drones by PRC is Chinese missions on

gathering intel from Taiwan. In conclusion, China is a massive UAV producer that exports

these devices to the world thus causing possible collateral damage indirectly.

G) UAE

UAE does not manufacture its UCAVs though it imports them from other countries.

Still, The United Arab Emirates uses its armed drones in numerous military operations

conducted in foreign member states. In the Tigray War, UAE sent their armed drones to the

pro-government Ethiopian forces to aid them with their war efforts. Another occasion in

which UAE drones were in action was the Libyan civil War for the UN-supported
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government. Sadly, in both occurrences, an unknown amount of collateral damage was

reported.

H) Other UN-Members

RUSSIA: Russia’s investments in armed drones are no less than those of other countries.

Russia produces its armed drones as well as imports them from countries such as China and

Turkey. UCAVs like Okothnik-B (Sukhoi S-70), Kronshtadt Orion, Kronshtadt Sirus, etc. are

manufactured by Russia itself.

GERMANY: Germany is not an active UCAV producer, however in 2018 Germany acquired

HALE Heron-TP from Israel. Germany used its UAV s in Mali and Afghanistan. (34)

FRANCE: France’s UAV inventory consists of imported drones from the US and Israel such

as Northrop Gunman RQ-5 Hunter, EADS Harfang / IAI Heron, MQ-9 Reaper. In December

2019, the French initiated their first drone strike in Mali. In one of these drone strikes,

numerous civilians have been killed. (35)

INDIA: India mostly imported its armed drones from the US. Despite this fact, India has its

unique UCAV prototype called Rustom-H.

PAKISTAN: Pakistan utilizes its UCAV inventory by agreeing with the Turkish to

co-product the “Anka” and Pakistani armed drones such as Burraq and Shahapar.

I) TERRORIST ORGANISATIONS

Even though armed drones are being used in military operations, incoming reports

show that the NSAs are being supplied with armed drones by foreign UN-member states.

Terrorists use these drones to gather crucial information, deliver drone deployed bomb strikes

and spread general fear across populations. In one incident, Mystery UAVs flying over Paris

in late-February and early-March 2015 then created a mini hysteria in a city already on edge
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from the earlier mid-January Charlie Hebdo, supermarket, and printing firm gun battles

involving radical Islamist terrorists proclaiming allegiance to 2 Al-Qaeda and the Islamic

State (IS). While the UAV intrusions were shown to have no terrorism links, the psychic

damage had already been done. Much of the French public now realize that terrorists could

use drones for future attacks. (36) Another example of terrorists’ drone usage would be the

Pakistani Army’s capturing two Chinese made UAVs in a raid against Al-Qaeda on

September 13-14 2005. (37) In another case, two Indian people died in UAE with a terrorist

drone strike. The attack is believed to be carried on by the Iranian aligned rebel-terrorist

group Houthi in Yemen. According to some Turkish sources, various terrorist organizations

are being supported by American drones in Syria as well.
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PART 3: THE THINGS THAT HAPPENED IN THE UN

UN has adopted only one draft resolution with the agenda item being armed drones.

In Human Rights Council’s 28th session which was held on 8 April 2015, a draft resolution

has been passed with the agenda item being “Ensuring use of remotely piloted aircraft or

armed drones in counter-terrorism and military operations in accordance with international

law, including international human rights and humanitarian law.” This resolution has

majorly brought caution to the fact that armed drones are being used in military operations

effectively and with being a weapon causing collateral damage which violates human rights

directly. The most distinct clause of this resolution is given:

“Invites the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and relevant special

procedures of the Human Rights Council and the human rights treaty bodies to pay attention,

within the framework of their mandates, to violations of international law as a result of the

use of remotely piloted aircraft or armed drones;”

Now here comes an interesting fact. This resolution was adopted with the voting of 29 to 6

with 12 abstaining. The voters are as follows:

In favour: Algeria, Argentina, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, China,

Congo, Cuba, El Salvador, Gabon, Ghana, Indonesia, Ireland, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Maldives,

Mexico, Morocco, Namibia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Paraguay, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi

Arabia, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam

Against: France, Japan, Republic of Korea, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America

Abstaining: Albania, Bangladesh, Côte d’Ivoire, Estonia, Ethiopia, Germany, India, Latvia,

Montenegro, Netherlands, Portugal, United Arab Emirates]

With the voters’ thoughts on this matter, it is clearly visible that some major drone owners are

not favouring the movement to pay attention in order to cause less if possible no violation of

human rights. (38)

In addition to this draft resolution, various reports and meeting records have been

published by the UN itself with the agenda item being military drones. In a letter which has

been written by Ukraine in 2014 to the president of UNSC, Ukraine (39) claimed that
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Russian drones have been constantly violating Ukrainian airspace with their mission being

reconnaissance thus raising the tension between these two border-sharing countries. (referans 3)

Another letter to the UN Secretary General and the head of UNSC was from Israel about the

Israeli airspace invader Lebanon’s Iranian drone. (40) The UN has also published reports in

which special Rapporteurs investigate conflict areas and understand the usage of UAVs and

UCAVs. Rapporteurs also conducted/conduct numerous researches to find out about the legal

and ethical bases about drone usage in modern warfare (Of course if there is one). These

reports show the situation in conflict areas and welcome new respective draft resolutions

from the General Assembly, Human Rights Council, and UNSC.

In conclusion, while being around 20 years, the UAVs and UCAVs ethical and legal

basics are still being discussed and no solid regulation has been made. UN only made one

thing clear. Do not violate human rights. Other detailed/classified regulations are still

expected from the world’s most prestigious political organ.
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PART 4: DEBATES ON ARMED DRONES

UCAVs are starting to become game-changers on the battlefield. It is DISEC’s

responsibility to make a review of these technological wonders. In this part, delegates will be

informed about the ongoing debate on these machines.

UCAVs are easily deployable. This attribute is gained by the UCAV because of the

advanced control technologies and the little training needed for ground operators.

Additionally, drones do not have a pilot, meaning that there is no need to recruit a pilot thus

there is no need to worry about a soldier who may die.

Because there is no need to worry for human lives in terms of the aggressor side,

people start to become more and more in favor of UCAV usage thus they become more and

more interested in the concept of war. In a poll in 2014 in the US, the surveyors asked for a

general public opinion on whether to use UAVs or manned aircraft to strike. The poll found

out that people support the UAVs more than they support manned aircraft. [FIGURE 14]

FIGURE 14:Preferences for Strikes from Manned Aircraft and Drones (41)

As this and many other polls show, the interest in warfare may increase in terms of

aggressors' fewer loss probability. This brings a new meaning to drone warfare since instead

of being used as a peace-keeping instrument, it may be an escalator of war.
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Another point of drone warfare that has to be discussed is the ground operators’ view on the

battleground. Since they are not on the battlefield themselves, the simulation-like command

center may make them relentless killers. Killing many civilians because they can, and not

fully understanding the battlefield from a computer screen can lead to massive collateral

damage. To give an example United Nations Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) emphasized

the fact that 40 percent of civilian deaths and injuries were reported because of drone strikes

in 2013. (42)

One of the most important ongoing debates about armed drones in countries inventory

and their usage in military operations is admittedly transparency. Many UN-member states

reportedly have UAVs and UCAVs but most of the countries’ drone inventory (the exact

amount of military drones and their combat readiness) is yet to be known. Crucially their

usage in military operations is not clear as well. Regrettably, these conducted operations

cause collateral damage too. This means that innocent civilians, children get injured or even

die from an armed drone strike. Even in these situations, it is rare to reach critical information

about the collateral damage from trustworthy sources.

Even though it has not happened yet, the sight of drones that are armed with a nuclear

weapon is not far at all. This can turn the UCAVs into a mass destruction weapon thus

making the catastrophe these devices can cause even larger.

While talking about modern drones, it is mentioned that armed drones are getting

more quiet and easy to maneuver. This makes the current UCAV a deadly option for targeted

killings and direct assassinations. After the 9/11 incident, Western World started to grow

huge support for the targeted killings of terrorists. Many countries adopted targeted killing

policies to assassinate terrorist leaders. The sole purpose of killing in warfare is only legally

and ethically justifiable with the intention of self defense. Any other usage of targeted killing

with other purposes than self defense would be breaching the IHL. Since terrorist groups are

not related to a state, it is nearly impossible to categorize these killings as a self-defense

mechanism in an international hostility. DISEC must find a way to regulate drones’ targeted

killing capabilities by classifying various situations and targets.

In conclusion, the world is on its destined path to produce a massive amount of armed

drones. While they are easier to manufacture and they do not require a pilot on board, they
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may be relentless killers on the battlefield causing huge collateral damage. Adding the need

of monitoring these devices, further regulations on UCAVs must be alleged.

PART 5: POINTS TO COVER IN A POSSIBLE DRAFT

RESOLUTION

What will be the ethical and legal basics of armed drones’ role in military operations?

How can we monitor the production and total inventory of armed drones in UN

member states?

How can we monitor the export/import of armed drones in the world?

Is it possible to be sure that the ground operators are properly trained, is there a way

to standardize this point?

How to deal with terrorists who have armed drones which are being supplied from

other UN member states?

How can we reduce and if possible completely erase the collateral damage from drone

strikes?

What can the UN and DISEC do to prevent armed drones from becoming a mass

destructive weapon in the future?

What kinds of collaborations between member states can be achieved in order to

make the armed drones less dangerous to humanity?

What kinds of sanctions are going to be implemented on the member states which do

not contribute to the UN’s call for collaboration?
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